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Lord of the Universe,

In awe we stand before You to thank Your great Name for your goodness toward us that
surrounds us always, and the wondrous benevolence you have shown toward us in the
founding of the great, glorious and populous city in our Holy Land, Tel Aviv-Yafo.

You are the one who gave wisdom and insight to the builders among Your beloved

children of Zion one-hundred years ago that brought them to settle a Hebrew city on

the shore of the sea, and granted them strength and perseverence to implement

their aspiration with courage, heroism and dedication despite the immense obstacles
that stood in their path.

They were joined by other loyal and committed builders who joined the city, expanded

its boundaries, regulated its life and founded great institutions of Torah, prayer,

righteousness and charity, education and learning, commerce and manufacturing,
leading many to stream to it and transform it into a center of the country’s life.

Today we celebrate the centennial of our city, on the 61st year of the State of Israel

and the 42nd year after the liberation of the eternal capital Jerusalem, and our

hearts are filled with gratitude that we were found worthy of this city of acclaim,
which continues to be built.

And lo, the city grows larger and more beautiful, always teeming with people and full of

life and motion; the voice of Torah is heard in its gates and the noise of workers in its

walls, righteousness and charity in its institutions and great clamor in its marketplaces.

And our spirit knows You were our protector from every oppressor and enemy, and Your

righteousness and truth always guide us; in the great wars we were saved and against
vast enemies we were victorious.

Gathered together, we bless: Blessed is the protector of widows who has given us life
and sustained us to this time.

Merciful father, Pour out Your benevolence upon us in days to come. Protect our city

and its residents, and your people and land which You have chosen. Strengthen the

State of Israel and give it aid, hurry the complete redemption and the ingathering of the

exiles to our land. Establish Jerusalem Your city on its hill, and Your Temple as in the

days of old, and return Your presence to Zion and give us our portion in Your Torah, and
let us worship in love and awe, amen amen.

{The prayer should be recited on Shabbat HaGadol, Parashat Tzav,
before returing the Torah scrolls into the Ark}

(The prayer was originally composed by the Maran Rabbi Isser
Yehuda Unterman, Chief Rabbi of Tel Aviv-Yafo, in honor of
the 50th anniversary of the city, and was updated for the city’s
centennial)
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